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Managing Water in the West

MT DROUGHT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

RESERVOIR AND RIVER OPERATION f;_j- _

June 16, 2005
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Lima Reservoir

Mountain snowmelt is essentially
over

May inflow was 88% of average

Storage is at 74,545 af (110% of
average) & about 1.5 feet below
full pool

Releases are being maintained at
400-500 cfs to meet irrigation
demands & control runoff

Return flows are picking up,
allowing inflows to Clark Canyon
to increase
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Clark Canyon Reservoir

Mountain snowmelt is essentially
over

May inflow was 21% of average &
the 7th lowest of record

Storage is at 64,488 af (39% of
average)

Releases continue to be
maintained at 55 cfs

EBID & CCWSC have worked out
an arrangement to deliver a
limited amount of water to EBID
during 2005 and this may be
increased because of the recent
rains
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Hebgen Reservoir
(PPL-MT)

Mountain snowmelt is essentially
over

May inflow was 101% of average
Storage is at 107% of average

Currently releasing 1,950 cfs to
Madison River

Depending on water
temperatures in the river and
pulse flow operations, plans may
be expected to follow last years
operations
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Canyon Ferry Reservoir

Mountain snowmelt is essentially
over

May inflow was 65% of average, the
Storage is at 92% of average

Releases to the Missouri River are
being gradually increased to full
turbine capacity of about 5,800 cfs
during June 17-19

Storage is expected to reach the
top of the joint-use pool by end of
June

Hope to increase river releases
later this summer.
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Gibson Reservoir

Mountain snowmelt runoff is
essentially over

May inflow was 68% of average
Storage is at 109% of average

Releasing 620 cfs to Sun River
and 450 cfs to the canal

Gibson Reservoir has filled and is
expected to remain full through
much of June; If drought
conditions return, water users
may experience minor water
shortages in 2005
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Lake Elwell
(Tiber Reservoir)

Mountain snowmelt is essentially
over

May inflow was 46% of average
and the 3 |owest of record

Storage is 91% of average

Releases have currently been
reduced to 400 cfs to conserve
storage for later use

Expect to fill Tiber to within 7-8
feet of normal full pool in June

May hold fall & winter releases at
400 cfs
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Lake Sherburne

Mountain snowmelt is nearly
over

May inflow has 71% of average
and is the 3" lowest of record

Storage is at 125 percent of
average

Currently diverting water from
St. Mary River Basin to Milk
River at a rate of 600 cfs
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Fresno Reservolir

Snowmelt is essentially over

Currently diverting 600 cfs from
St. Mary Basin to Milk River

Storage is at 108% of average

Irrigation season has slowed a
bit; currently releasing 110 cfs to
meet downstream demands

Storage expected to reach 3-4
feet from the top of the
conservation pool at elevation
2575, irrigators may still
experience minor water
shortages this year

Recent rains may allow for
irrigation allotments to be
increased above 1.3 af/ac
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Bighorn Lake
(Yellowtail Reservoir)

Mountain snowmelt is essentially
over

May inflow was 124% of average 11t
highest of record

Storage is at 107% of average

Releases to the Bighorn River have
been increased to 4,100 cfs

Bighorn Lake is expected to reach
the top of the joint-use pool by the
end of June or early July

Hopeful that releases will be
maintained above 2,500 cfs for the
remainder of the year
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Hungry Horse Reservoir

Mountain snowmelt is essentially
over

Streamflow into Hungry Horse
iImproved during May

Storage is well above average for
this time of year

Currently releasing about 5,000 cfs
to river

Hope to fill Hungry Horse by
continuing conservative releases
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Reservoir Conditions for Reclamation Reservoirs

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
MONTANA AREA OFFICE
RESERVOIR CONTENT REPORT
14-Jun-2005
ALL CONTENTS IN ACRE-FEET

RESERVOIR CONDITIONS WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK
ELEVATION CAPACITY MTN. SNOW WATER CONTENT JUNE-JULY RUNOFF
(FEET) (ACRE-FEET) (INCHES) JUNE 1st FORECAST
MAL | TOTAL | AVERAGE -.
CAPACITY | CAPACITY AVG (KAF) AV
. | 1089
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Summary of Operations of Reclamation Projects

Recent rains have been much welcomed.
Recent rains have dramatically reduced irrigation demands this spring.

Reduced demands leaves more water in the streams, improving inflows
to Reclamation reservoirs.

Streamflows improved considerably but many streams remain below
normal.

Mountain snowpack has essentially melted out but some high elevation
snow remains and may help the streamflows later on this summer.

All reservoirs are above normal, except Clark Canyon (39%), Lake Elwell
(91%), & Nelson (82%) Reservoirs.

Hopeful to maintain streamflows below Reclamation Projects at desirable
levels for downstream river fisheries, except for the Marias (400 cfs) and
Clark Canyon (25-35 cfs for winter).
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